
MINUTES OF THE 2011 G.H.T.F.A. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Held on Sunday, March 27, 2011 

 
Meeting opened at 9:30 AM. 

 

Opening Remarks 

 

 Dave Nelson welcomed all teams and thanked them for getting forms filled out 

and returned for registration. There were issues with the website that are hoped to 

be corrected in the future to avoid the problems that occurred with teams not 

being able to automatically submit filled out forms. 

 There were no major problems with referees and discipline issues last year. It’s 

good to see that teams are becoming better at self-policing and avoiding potential 

problems. Teams should continue to self-police their players and to ensure all 

referee issues are reported to their league presidents for immediate attention. 

 The City of Burlington continues to monitor field usage to ensure no bottles are 

being used. All teams are reminded that refreshments should be in cans and not 

bottles to avoid any repercussions with the City. 

 

2010 Wrap Up 

 

 The financial ledger for individual team amounts was presented to all teams. 

Anyone having an issue with the numbers should contact Dave Nelson.  

 The 8
th

 Annual Bolla Bowl was a success this year. The Mavericks were the only 

team competing from the GHTFA, it’s hoped that more GHTFA teams will 

become involved with this fun tournament. The tournament is held the Saturday 

before the Super Bowl, cost is $150/team with a guaranteed 3 game minimum. 

 

2011 Season 

 

 2010 Executive and Support Staff was acclaimed for another year by a majority 

show of hands: 

o President   – Dave Nelson 

o Treasurer   – Bill Fournier 

o Secretary   – Terry Roberts 

o Past President  – Rick Little 

o Referee-in-Chief – Rick Little 

o Public Relations – Frank Bolla 

o Scheduling   – Tony Spagnoli 

o Website   – Brad MacNamara 

 Dave Nelson reminded teams that it is in their best interests to become involved at 

the executive and support levels to provide assistance in ensuring the Association 

operates effectively.  



 Dave Nelson also thanked the 2010 Executive and League Presidents for their 

assistance and participation over the winter in the off-season planning meetings. 

 Brad MacNamara has posted the tentative 2011 schedule on the website. Team 

names are currently not shown but will be filled in once team rankings and league 

placements are finalized. All team game requests that have been recorded on 

submitted registration forms will also be incorporated into the final schedule. It is 

hoped that the completed schedule will be posted before the April 17 GHTFA 

Registration Meeting. 

 Teams were ranked based on 2010 performances. Fox 40 (A) and Mandingos (A) 

are not returning.  

 One new team was accepted into the Association, The Rhinos, an offshoot of the 

former Running Rebels. 

 Team alignments for the 2011 season were set: 

o ‘A’ League - Balls Deep, Rhinos, Hardknocks, Thunder, Bandits and 

Spartans.  

o ‘B’ League - El Muchachos, Slow Fat White Guys (SFWG), Steelers, 

Renegades, Longhorns, Mavericks, Broncos and Offenders.  

o  ‘C’ League: Delta Squad, Assassins, Jack Daniels, Eagles, Pie Rats, 

Beavers, J.T. Pluckers and Wild Cats 

 Last year registration costs of $1275 were expected to rise slightly to $1300 this 

year. Field rentals are now on an hourly basis, as opposed to last year’s per game 

basis, which will represent a slight increase in field rentals.  

 Final fees will be posted on the website before the Registration Meeting. Final 

team payments are due at the final registration meeting Sunday, April 17. 

 Teams are reminded that if they do not intend to play in more than 1 tournament 

they must also pay a $125/team insurance fee in addition to league fees. Teams 

playing in tournaments will pay insurance directly to Touch Football Ontario. 

 Rick Little spoke about referee issues. He expects no change from last year’s 

format; referee crews will consist of two level 2/3 referees and be supplemented 

with player referees, from GHTFA teams, for the 3
rd

 referee assignment. 

 Referee assignments will be posted on the website, teams are reminded that they 

only have to referee 2 or 3 games and are asked to ensure they fulfill the 

assignment and avoid any possible fines. Teams are also reminded to ensure they 

fulfill the constitutional requirements around player referees commitments on 

their team rosters to also avoid potential fines. 

 All teams were reminded that an emergency referee list exists that may be utilized 

to fulfill their referee assignments should they be unable to do so with their own 

player/referees. 

 No referee clinic has been scheduled due to any teams requesting clinics to ensure 

their player/referees are certified. Teams wishing to get player/referees certified, 

or upgraded to higher levels, will have to make arrangements with SOTFOA to be 

included in their certification clinics. The SOTFOA clinic date is yet to be 

determined. GHTFA will cover costs for players attending the SOTFOA clinic. 

 All referees were reminded that certification for levels 2 and 3 require a minimum 

amount of games refereed commitment before certification can be ratified. 



 Dave Nelson mentioned that the team financial ledger also showed last year’s 

referee payments. Teams may continue to assign referee payments to their team 

account or can request that payments be made to whoever refereed the game. 

 Dave Nelson reminded all teams that teams cannot use quarterbacks that are rated 

or play in a league higher than their own league i.e. ‘A’ QBs cannot throw for a 

‘B’ team. Teams should contact Dave Nelson if they have a concern that their 

quarterback may be rated higher due to his play in leagues other than the GHTFA. 

 Teams were also reminded that they cannot have more than 4 players on their 

rosters that play in a higher league. 

 All players must play at least 50% of their league games to be eligible for playoffs 

and must be on the team roster. Team members who are injured should still attend 

games to fulfill this eligibility requirement. Teams are reminded that this is an 

honour system that all team captains/managers must enforce to avoid potential 

problems at playoffs.  

 No constitution amendments were tabled.  

 All teams were reminded that as fields in Burlington are poorly marked they must 

bring 4 pylons to mark the end zones for all games. 

 Early Bird and other TFO tournament entries should be submitted at least 3 weeks 

before the tournament. Teams should consult the TFO website for deadline dates. 

 The Early Bird will be one week later this year, May 14/15. 

 Don Gerry will require goal post pads for the Early Bird, teams are requested to 

bring them to the Registration Meeting. 

 The GHTFA website was experiencing problems with its server site this week. It 

is hoped these problems will be corrected soon. 

 Brad MacNamara and Rick Little have worked hard over the winter to update the 

new site with information, content and pictures. 

 The website is open for advertising opportunities. Teams bringing new advertisers 

to the website will receive credit towards their GHTFA costs/fees. It is hoped that 

advertising revenue can be passed on to teams to help reduce costs. 

 The website will continue to be the focus for all communication. All teams should 

consult the website regularly for any updates and notices, including schedule 

changes. 

 The Master’s League will be operating again in 2011. This is a fun league for 

players 40 and over, with 4 teams playing in the autumn time frame. 

 Tony Spagnoli spoke on field availability. Due to field shortages there will be no 

game rescheduling permitted, except when games are cancelled due to extreme 

weather or missing referees. 

 Tony Spagnoli has acquired the following fields for the 2011 season: M.M. 

Robinson H.S. north & south (Sunday), Gary Allen H.S. east & west (Sunday), 

Aldershot H.S. (Sunday and Thursday) and Gary Allen H.S. (Wednesday). 

Palmer/Pearson will not be used for games this year due to BMFA, lacrosse and 

soccer having full time usage of these fields. 

 Teams will have to play at least one weeknight game due to lack of fields on 

Sundays. 



 Tony Spagnoli reminded all teams to ensure their scheduling requests are on their 

registration forms so that the schedule can be created to accommodate their 

requests as they will not be permitted to reschedule.  

 Dave Nelson noted that many more fields are getting turf surfaces but rental costs 

for these fields are over $150/hour, $200/hour when lights are required.  

 Tony Spagnoli noted that Championship Day is expected to occur before 

Thanksgiving this year to avoid cold weather. 

 Tony Spagnoli noted that league games will be held the weekend prior to the 

Early Bird this year (due to its later start date) as well as the Wednesday/Thursday 

prior to the Early Bird. 

 Teams were reminded that they must elect a president during their league 

breakout meetings as well as determining how their $300 prize money is to be 

allotted within their league. 

 Final Registration Meeting will be held Sunday, April 17
th

 at 9:30 am at Appleby 

arena in the meeting room behind the arenas. All teams should consult the posted 

ledger to see their final payments due, payable by cheque, no cash. 

 

Meeting adjourned to individual league breakout meetings at 10:10 AM 



League Breakout Meetings 

 

‘A’League 

 President – Steve Surya (Balls Deep). 

 6 team league  

 10 game schedule, each team plays every team once. Then top 3 teams will play 

against each other while the bottom 3 play against each other for an additional 2 

games per team. 

 For playoffs: 1 & 2 will get byes to the ‘AA’ Semifinals; 3 vs 6 and 4 vs 5 with 

the winners proceeding to the ‘AA’ semi finals; losers of 3vs6/4vs5 will playoff 

for the ‘A’ championship; 1 vs lowest ranking team and 2 vs 2
nd

 lowest ranking 

team for the ‘AA’ semi-finals with winners playing in the ‘AA’ finals. 

 Prize money will be $200 to the AA champion, $100 to the A championship. 

 

 

‘B’ League 

 President – Geoff MacVinnie (SFWG).  

 14 game schedule, each team plays every team twice. 

 Top 4 teams will play for the BB championship, bottom 4 will play for the B 

championship. 

 Playoff format will be 1 vs 4, 2 vs 3 with winners advancing to the finals. 

 Prize money will be $150 to the ‘BB’ champion and $150 to the ‘B’ champion. 

  

‘C’ League 

 President – Sean Seaton (Beavers).  

 14 game schedule, each team plays every team twice. 

 Top 4 teams will play for the CC championship, bottom 4 will play for the C 

championship. 

 Playoff format will be 1 vs 4, 2 vs 3 with winners advancing to the finals. 

 Prize money will be $150 to the ‘CC’ champion and $150 to the ‘C’ champion. 

 Delta Squad, Assassins and Beavers all use blue uniforms so these teams will 

have to be prepared with alternate colours when playing each other. 

 

 

Master’s League 

 No breakout meeting was held for a competitive Master’s League, due to lack of 

teams, but there will be a recreational league. 

 

 


