
MINUTES OF THE 2010 G.H.T.F.A. 
REGISTRATION MEETING 

Held on Sunday, April 18, 2010 
 

Meeting opened at 9:35 AM. 
 

• Dave Nelson reminded all teams that league fees are due in full by the end of the 
meeting; no cheques will be deposited until April 26 to allow team managers to 
collect monies from their players. 

• Dave thanked all teams for attending and was happy to note that all teams were 
represented. 

• Field costs need to be paid by May 1 to avoid additional HST costs. 
• Dave Nelson apologized for the confusion over the A/B league team placement 

issues; there are now two separate leagues, each with 8 teams. 
• “A” league teams: Balls Deep, Bandits, Chargers, Flying Pigs, Fox 40, 

HardKnocks, Mandingos and Runnin’ Rebels 
• “B” league teams: Broncos, EcoSmart-Delta Squad, Longhorns, Mavericks, 

Renegades, SFWG, Spartans and Steelers  
• Two new teams have joined the league since the AGM.  
• This has brought to light the problems with teams not communicating with the 

GHTFA as to their intention to play each season. In the future teams will be 
required to confirm their intention to register and play in the GHTFA by March 
1st, new teams will be required to submit a roster by March 15th.  

• There will be a ranking system implemented to allow for the proper placement of 
new teams into respective leagues. 

• Dave Nelson asked the team representatives for suggestions on how to administer 
a ranking system but none were received. The GHTFA executive will develop a 
system to be implemented, anyone wishing to submit suggestions should do so. 

• The existing format of having all teams ranked at the end of the season, based on 
their league standings, and having the top two teams in each league promoted to a 
higher division while the bottom two teams will drop down to the lower division 
will continue to be used. 

• Dave expressed his concern over the reaction of many teams to playing teams in 
the “A” league. In fact the caliber of teams in the “A” league tends to be more 
weighted to the “B” level. Teams should not be afraid to play teams at this level. 

• All leagues will now have a 14 game schedule with a guarantee of one playoff 
game.  

• All team rosters are also due today. Touch Football Ontario (TFO) requires signed 
rosters on the official TFO roster form for insurance purposes. The GHTFA 
requires a list of all player names to be included on the website to allow all teams 
to verify player eligibility. 

• All teams are reminded that players must play a minimum of 50% of league 
games to be eligible for playoff participation. Team rosters are frozen after the 7th 
league game with no player additions permitted after this point. 



• Players should email Brad MacNamara to have players added to the website 
roster: brad.macnamara@ghtfa.org . 

• All teams are reminded that all communications must flow through their 
respective league presidents. League presidents are responsible for dealing with 
all issues within their respective leagues and will involve the GHTFA Executive 
members, as required, to resolve any issues. 

• As the A/B league has now split into two separate leagues, the “B” league will 
need to elect a president during the break out meeting. 

• Rick Little spoke on the recent referee clinic. He thanked all players who attended 
and stated it was a good clinic with 43 players attending. This should raise the 
bank of GHTFA player/referees to over 100.  

• All attendees are reminded that their exams are due in by April 30th with no 
exceptions. 

• Team captains should follow up with players who attended from their team to 
ensure that exams are submitted on time to avoid any potential fines. 

• Referee assignments are scheduled to be posted on the website by April 30th. 
• The Association has acquired 3 double fields this year, Gary Allen High School, 

MM Robinson High School and Palmer/Pearson High School; Aldershot High 
School will be available for Thursday night games. The double fields will allow 
for leagues to have their games staggered on fields and allow referees to officiate 
one game on the field and then crossover to play in a following game at the same 
location. Rick hopes this will help alleviate problems we have experienced in the 
past with player/referees having to travel to different locations to officiate. 

• The new website, once released, will contain important referee information; all 
teams are reminded to consult the website to retrieve this information. 

• Player/Referees are reminded that the head referee will have a referee bag at all 
games which includes shirts, flags and whistles for all referees; however players 
are encouraged to purchase their own whistle for health reasons. 

• Tony Spagnoli reminded teams that due to constraints on field availability there 
will be no rescheduling of games. Teams are reminded to ensure they have the 
necessary players to play in all scheduled games. 

• Team requests for dates off have now been incorporated into the schedules, teams 
should be ensuring their requests have been included and contact Tony if any 
problems exist. 

• The league schedules have been posted on the website, there are still some minor 
modifications required however teams should consult the schedules to ensure 
there are no more problems. Final schedules are to be posted by April 25th. 

• Level 2 and 3 referee clinic will be held should numbers warrant. 
• Sean Seaton asked how the GHTFA expects referees to progress if the 

requirement to move up levels is 10 games and player/referees are not given 
enough games to satisfy this requirement. Dave Nelson and Rick Little stressed 
the importance that all player/referees must meet the minimum game eligibility 
requirements before being promoted. All player/referees should contact Rick 
Little rick.little@ghtfa.org to let him know they want to referee more games. 
Dave Nelson stated that the constitutional mandate for player/referees 
requirements within each team may be flawed, however there is some leeway as 
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the GHTFA comes to terms with the proper format and timeframes to ensure 
teams can meet these requirements. The GHTFA is working on improving this 
process but will not remove game eligibility requirements as this is an important 
factor in developing level 2 and 3 referees.  

• The website will also contain an emergency referee list to allow teams to utilize 
this bank of player/referees when they cannot fulfill their referee assignments 
with their own team player/referees. Teams are responsible for ensuring all 
referee assignments are fulfilled. The emergency list is also an excellent way for 
player/referees to achieve more games and meet the eligibility requirements for 
level progression. 

• Rick stated that he hopes there will be fewer problems with getting referees now 
that the GHTFA bank of player/referees has grown to over 100. 

• Teams who promised they would supply goal post pads for the upcoming Early 
Bird tournament should ensure they have made arrangements with Dave Nelson 
to get the pads to him. Dave stressed how important it is that the GHTFA help 
with goal post pads as the tournament uses 14 fields and therefore require 28 sets 
of goal post pads to ensure the tournament runs smoothly. 

• Don Gerry and Dave Nelson stated that they will ensure arrangements will be 
made to get goal post pads back to teams that loaned them. Teams should ensure 
they stay in contact with Dave to get their goal post pads back in time for league 
games. 

• Dave Nelson asked all team representatives if any were planning on playing in 
more than one tournament this year. Teams playing in more than one tournament 
are required to register their teams and pay their dues directly with TFO. Teams 
playing in only one tournament pay their TFO dues through the GHTFA. Teams 
that decide to play more than one tournament should contact Dave Nelson to 
ensure that the proper fee arrangements can be made with TFO. 

 
Meeting adjourned to individual league breakout meetings at 10:00 AM 
 



League Breakout Meetings 
 
‘A’ League 

• President – Byron Young. 
• Prize money will be $200 to the AA champion, $100 to the A championship. 

 
‘B’ League 

• President – Jeff McVinnie. 
• Prize money will be $150 to the BB champion, $150 to the B championship. 
• Teams will be emailing jersey colours to Jeff MCVinnie 

 
 
‘C’ League 

• President – Sean Seaton (Beavers).  
• Prize money will be $150 to the ‘CC’ champion and $150 to the ‘C’ champion. 
• Jersey colours are: Pie Rats – black, Offenders – red, Jack Daniels – grey, Buffet 

Assassins – blue, Angry Beavers – blue, Eagles – green, J.T. Pluckers – orange, 
Wildcats – unknown at this time 

• Buffet Assassins and Angry Beavers have agreed that the Buffet Assassins will 
wear their blue uniforms for their first meeting while Angry Beavers will wear 
their blue uniforms for the second meeting. 

• All teams are complying with the current referee requirements except the Pie Rats 
and Angry Beavers who are still short 1 player/referee. 

 
 
Master’s League 

• No breakout meeting was held for a competitive Master’s League, due to lack of 
teams, but there will be a recreational league. 

 



 
Team # of Ref/players Fine to be incurred in 2009 
 
Division A 
Fox 40  15 0 
Bengals    3 500 
Balls Deep     2 750 
EL Muchachos    2 750 
Bandits    0 1250 
Rams       0 1250 
SFWG      1 1000 
 
Division B 
Broncos       3 500 
Eagles       0 1250 
Hardknocks   4 250 
Hitmen       3 500 
Offenders     4 250 
Renegades    5 0 
Spartans      1 1000 
Steelers     2 750 
 
Division C 
Assassins       2 750 
Angry Beavers    5 0 
Delta Squad     2 (1st 0  year) 
Jack Daniels    1 (2nd 750  year) 
Mavericks   0 (2nd 1000  year) 
Pie Rats        0 (1st 500  year) 
JT Pluckers      2 750 
Wild Cats      0 (1st 500  year) 
  
Notes:  

• This list was complete as of April 17th but does not include those player-
referee tests that Rick Little is yet to mark. 

• Fines have been calculated as $250 for each missing player-referee, all teams, 
except those in their first or second year are required to have five player-
referees. 

• Teams in their first year are required to have two player-referees. 
• Teams in their second year are required to have four player-referees. 


